
… we inspire our youth to strengthen themselves and their 
community through the enjoyment of the sea. 

www.boothbayseaandsciencecenter.org 

Fall 2018 

 
For 6 summers we have been putting kids in boats and building a program that 
teaches them, first-hand, about the sea.  The Damariscotta River and its shore-
line are our classrooms.  By touching, seeing and doing, kids learn about wind 
and sail trim, tides and currents, the wide variety of marine organisms that 
make the River their home, and the importance of good stewardship of our 
resources. Together we give them these places and these experiences. 
 
Together we instill in our youngsters not only a deeper understanding of the 
ocean on which they sail but also how to safely enjoy, respect and protect 
Maine’s magnificent and naturally beautiful sea and land so that they remain 
healthy places to live. And because of your generous support more youth have 
a chance to get on the water, to row and sail a boat, to get wet, and learn 
about the sea.  
 
We need your help to reach this year’s Annual Appeal goal of $47,000. Togeth-
er we can continue to offer affordable access to waterfront activities to all 
youth.  Your gift today will help continue to spark in our youth that inexhausti-
ble thirst for discovery. 
 
This fall we continue to develop programs that embrace boating, sailing, and 
ocean science activities. Our passion and enthusiasm are palpable, our commit-
ment is on course, and we eagerly look forward to summer 2019 at the Ocean 
Point Marina.  
  
Please use the enclosed envelope and mail your gift today. You can also make 
your gift online by clicking the “Support” or “Sponsor a Child” button at 
www.boothbayseaandscienccenter.org. 
 
A very special thank you if you have already given this year.  Together we are 
bringing more youngsters ages 5 – 17 to the waterfront and to a better under-
standing of the sea. 

Pauline T. Dion 
President, Executive Director 

cover photo credit 
Robert Crink, “a passionate BSSC volunteer” 
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Since 2013: 
increased enrollment: 24 to 113.   
increased financial assistance awards: $5,000 to $17,693.75.   
increased seasonal staff: 1 to 17. 
increased volunteers from 5 to 40 +. 
partnering with the local high school’s mentorship program. 2017: 2 

students, working alongside Eric Graves (The Shipyard in 
Boothbay Harbor), Captain Dave Thompson (Captain S/V Belle 
Aventure), and Nigel Calder (world’s foremost writer on boat sys-
tems maintenance), explored the use of hybrid engine technology 
on Belle Aventure.  2018: student researching Maine aquaculture 
Industry for the Exploring the Science of Seaweed Farming in-
school seaweed project. 

partnering with Southport Central School, Boothbay Region Elemen-
tary School, Edgecomb Eddy School, Whitefield Elementary 
School, and Wiscasset Middle High School on our Exploring the 
Science of Seaweed Farming ... impacting more than 450 youth 
ages 5 – 17 and 20 + teachers.  

collaborating with more than 15 local businesses and organizations 
for services and equipment.  

collaborating with Maine Maritime Academy for summer staff.   
offering an 8-week uniquely integrated sea and science summer pro-

gram for youth ages 5 - 17 with four 2-week thematic Sessions 
(Maine Aquaculture, Maine Fisheries, Maritime History, Marine 
Technology & Marine Debris.)  

collaborating with scientist at Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences 
on programming and resources.  

adding a Women Of The Sea Program (WOTS): 2-week on-island and 
at-sea program for high school young women.  

partnering with the Rozalia Project – a nationally recognized organiza-
tion that concerns itself with the problem of marine debris. 

working with The Shipyard in Boothbay Harbor, Maine Maritime 
Academy, and Maine Maritime Museum on education programs – 
a collaborative effort to expand on our efforts to open doors of 
opportunity in the marine science and careers in the marine in-
dustry. 

collaborating with Boothbay Harbor Memorial Library and Patten Free 
Library in Bath on out-of-classroom experiential based learning 
programs. 

partnering with Maine Sea Farms on aquaculture programs. 

Committed to affordable access and committed to community we hold true 
to our promise that no child will be left sitting on the dock. 

BSSC Board: Eric Graves, Vice President, John “Jack” French, Treasurer—Directors: 
Thomas Blackford, Michael Finnegan, David Nutt, Nicole Poulton, Edward Roberts, Russell Sirois  
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